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ITU UPP        	 PROFICIENCY EXAM	September 8, 2015
	SESSION II
[bookmark: _GoBack]SECTION I – WRITING (20 points)
Write an essay of 250-350 words on ONE of the topics given below. Your essay must have an introduction with a clear thesis statement, 2 body paragraphs with relevant supporting ideas and a concluding paragraph. Your ideas should be organized properly. 

You may use the ideas listed under each topic, but DO NOT include all the ideas in your essay. 

1. Compare and/or contrast learning a language on your own with learning it in a classroom setting.
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· 
· Convenience
· Cost
· Pace (Speed) of learning
· Motivation
· Social interaction
· Support
· Encouragement


2. What are the positive effects of having friends from different countries?
· 
· Language 
· Different viewpoints
· Opportunity to travel
· Cultural awareness
· New foods
· Enjoyable activities


3. What are the effects of having many apps available on your cell phone?
· 
· Waste time
· Prevent face-to-face conversation
· Limit privacy
· Never get bored
· Always have access to information
· Never get lost



DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAPER

WRITE YOUR ESSAY ON THE SHEET PROVIDED

Essays written on this sheet of paper 
will NOT be graded.

	

Name:								Student Number:
Surname:

SECTION II – LISTENING (10 x 2 = 20 points)

Answer the questions using your notes from the lecture called Optimism Bias.
1. According to the lecturer, about what percent of people have optimism bias?
A) 75			B)  80			C)  90			D)  95

2. The lecturer mentions that optimism bias makes us think that we will --- 
A) buy an expensive home			C)  own a luxury car
B) not have to work hard to get rich 		D)  not get a disease like cancer

3. The lecturer mentions that divorce lawyers ----.
A) cannot accurately guess the chance of their marriage ending in divorce 
B) encourage people to get divorced so that they can make more money
C) make lots of money because of people’s unrealistic expectations about marriage
D) are one of the few groups that is not too optimistic about their chance for a successful marriage

4. According to the lecturer, ---% of British people expect better conditions for the future of their own families, and ---% expect better conditions for families in general.
A) 75 / 20		B)  75 / 30		C)  75 / 75		D)  90 / 30

5. According to the lecturer, people who say optimism bias is bad for us recommend that ----. 
A) people should do more studies about its effects 	C) we should find pessimistic friends
B) we should avoid romantic relationships		D) we should have low expectations

6. According to the lecturer, people’s first, second and third favorite days of the week in order are ----.
A) Friday, Saturday, Sunday				C)  Saturday, Friday, Sunday
B) Friday, Sunday, Saturday				D)  Saturday, Sunday, Friday

7. The lecturer mentions all the following benefits of optimism bias EXCEPT ----.
A) having success in your career			C)  being happier 
B) being more self-confident	 			D)  having better health

8. After learning about optimism bias, the firefighter captain explained to his firefighters that they should ----.
A) try harder to save people
B) encourage people trapped in a fire to be optimistic
C) read about the dangers of fires
D) consider the dangers of each fire more carefully

9. The lecturer states that after the British government added 20% to cost estimates, they ----.
A) still underestimated the costs of the 2012 Olympics by about 20%
B) underestimated the costs of the 2012 Olympics by about 10%
C) made quite an accurate guess about the cost of the 2012 Olympics 
D) overestimated the costs of the 2012 Olympics by over 20%

10. The lecturer tells the story about the three penguins ----.
A) to encourage people to try difficult tasks and to take precautions
B) to show the creative solutions that can only be found when people are willing to take great risks
C) to emphasize that not everyone should attempt to do amazing things
D) to explain the high amount of risk involved in being an optimistic person



